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The Official Newdletter of the Saanich Peninsula Squadron
A Unit of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons

Commander Cdr RaphHodd 652-1715 commander*
Past Commander, Historian P/Cdr JohnHudson 6553653 Pastcommander
Exeautive Officer Tony Kluge 656-7032 exeative
Training Officer Richard Funrell 7049026 training
Treasurer Peter Bey 6522225 treasurer
Seqetary Bill Miller 656-5190 secreary
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MAREP Officer TBA

Privacy Officer Judy Prewitt 652-4182 Privacy

Chief Proctor TBA Chiefproctor
AsdTraining Officer, Registrar Richard Ludwig 6557426 Ato
Environment Officer TBA Environment
Student Cruisemaster Charles Erskine Studentcruise
Suppy Officer Bryan Atkinson 4836844 Supply
Communications Officer Laura Parker 656-8646 Communications
Beaon Editor Laura Parker 656-8646 Editor
Webmaster Anne McKinnell 4750053 Webmaster
Port Captain P/Cdr Stephen Denroche 6566177 Portcaptain
Speda Events Cynthia Funrell 6554442 Spedal Events
Auditor TBA

*All email addresses are @sppssorg

Meédings of the Squadron Exeautive Committee(the Bridge) are normally held onthe
third THURSDAY of ead month at 1900in the Sidney North Saanich Yadt Club,
except in July, August, and Decanber. All members of the Squadron are welcome to

attend.

The Beacon isour official newsletter. We dso maintain a website www.sppssorg. We
suggest you ched the site regularly for natices of upcoming events, stories, classfied ads,
etc. or to download The Beacon eledronicdly. If you would prefer to recave natice of
when this newsletter is avail able on ou website and wish to be taken off our postal

maili ng list, please contad the aditor, editor@sppssorg
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Thisis my first writing d the Commander’s Corner. | look forward to
working with anew group d Bridge members as well asthe
remaining experienced members.

It ismy intentionto keep the Bridge & small in numbers as possble,
which means some officers will be carrying more than oreload. After
all, the main function and mandate of the squadronisteadingall
aspeds of boating and ravigation. Thisgivesour Training Officer
and instructors the most important tasks.

Our past commander, JohnHudson dd agred job and we wish to extend ou gratitude for
al his many hous and months of hard work. Heis a supreme navigator, including
cdestial, and at thismoment ison hisway to Alaskaon hs sl boat, “ Stedth”.

Last but not least, | wish to thank all the past Bridge officers — Gay Mill er, Kathy Philli ps,
Dawna Burton, Warren Franklin, and Carolyn Hole for their dedicated eff orts and time
spent.

The summer bre& isabou to start and | would like to wish everyone who takes to the
water, safe and enjoyable boating and remember...please hoist the CPSflag.

Ralph Hodd, Commander
commander @sppssorg

Past Commander Johnwelcomes
and congratulates in-coming
Commander Ralph at our May 5th
Grad/AGM.

Seepage 11 for write-up.

Photo credit: Cynthia Funrell
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N Z==" June 19" - Bridge meding at Sidney North Saanich Yacht Club at
Y ol 1900hs. All are welcome.

June 26" —20" - Don't forget about the Tall Ships comingto Victoria. Nothingto do
with ou Squadron bu certainly everything to dowith things nauticd and amazng ships!
Chedk out their website: http://www.tall shipsvictoria.ca

July 5™ — Commander’ s Sail past — 3pm (1500Hhrs) in Genoa Bay foll owed by dinner at
Genoa Bay Café & 6pm (1800 hous). Please mntad Gay Mill er at 656-5190 o Ralph
Hoddat 652-1715 to let them know whois able to come to this fun squadron adivity. See
write-up on age 8.

August 9" — 16" - Salish SeaArmada - Brentwood Bay Squadron Members and “ Armada
Hosts’ Len & Dawna (656-6450 and Ron & Janice (384-6588 are bad at it again after a
succesdul armadato Victoria s Inner Harbow. They are off to “... conquer great
waters... commonly known as Georgia Strait” ! Seewrite-up on @ge 19. Don't missout
onthisfunfill ed and informative trip. Givethem a cdl to reserve your spat or if you have
any questions.

%8/ (7,1 %2$5"

NOTICE: Intheinterest of safe boating, we shoud know where the Tsehum Harbour and
beyondspedl limit islocaed. Most people think the speed limit starts at the blue sign on
the breakwater... but it includes al of Tsehum Harbour, Page Passage, Canoe Bay, and
most of Iroquas Passage. Fell ow member and president of Gulf Islands Cruising Schod,
Bruce Stott brings to ou attention the foll owing information from the Canadian Vess
Operation Restriction Regulations:. Schedule 5 Part 2, #19.

All of Tsehum Harbou extending eastward to a line drawn from Armstrong Point to
Curteis Point and an areafrom Curteis Point to KamareePoint alongthe western shoreline
of Fernie Island to the northern tip of Fernie Island and thence due north to Goudge Island
and alongthe western shoreline of Goudge Island to the northern tip, thencein awesterly
diredionto Swartz Head: 8 km/h ower the ground

Bruce has recantly started a*FreeBoating Forum” on hswebsite &
http://www.cruising.bc.caboating_forum. He invites membersto visit and participate. His
vision for the forum isameans for both new and experienced bceters to exchange ideas
relating to BC waters. The Forum now has the foll owing categories: Introduce Y ourself,
Destinations, Gall ey, Navigation, Powerboat, Sail boat and General Discusson.
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Thisyea’s Commander’s Sail past isto be held onSaturday July 5th at
3pm (1500 hous), followed by dinner at the Genoa Bay Café & 6pm
(1800 hous). We will muster at the marina, while Commander Ralph
sets his anchor in the small bay to the eat of the entranceto GenoaBay. |
Then we will parade out of the bay at abou 2:50pm and past ‘' SV
Smilin® Seggull’ to dip the flag, and/or salute the Commander, after
which we will proceal badk to the Marina, to visit until dinner at 6pm.
This allows for those members who reed to return to Sidney that
eveningto doso.

Please mntad Gay Mill er at 656-5190 o Ralph Hoddat 6521715 to let us know whois
able to come to this fun squadron adivity. Youwill nead to bookfor the marina moorage,
and also for the dinner. The phore number istoll free @ 1-800-5726481, or you can e-
mail them at reservations@genoabaymarina.com.

It would be gred to have agoodturnou for Ralph, as he takes on hs new duties as our
commander, and a goodexcuse to get together on the water, again. Remember that thisis
aFUN event. If youcan't come by boat, it isa pleasant drive (thereis plenty of parking)
so come up for the dternoonand dnner. We will try to get you ou onaboat for this
event if youwish.

We were thinking d this as more of afun afternoon but the protocol isa

bit more structured. For those that want it, here is the general procedure ﬁ
to foll ow:

1. if there ae quite afew boats, usually the power boats go 1st, dueto FE_\Y
spedd, followed by the sail boats -

2. abou 2 baat lengths apart
3. wewill passby Smilin” Seagull, to gve the salute on the port side of
our boats

. the skipper will give the salute to Ralph, hading it until Ralph stops slute.
the 1st mate shoud dip o furl the National Flag at the same time
uniform or not, as you wish (suppased to respedful fun, not too formal)
monitor ch 68 onVHF radio; rendezvous at the entranceto Genoa Bay
cetanly, lots of phaos
be safe and enjoy!

©oN A

Submitted by Gay Mill er, Past Commander
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Winspea Centre, was hosted by the Saanich Peninsula Squadron,
andwas agrea succesd

Speaal Guests attending were R/C Norm Headrick and hiswife Anne, representing
National, Paafic Mainland D/C Glen Blake and hiswife Barbara, Vancouver Island North
D/C Ray Orr and hiswife Heaher and USPSDistrict 16 Cdr. Mark Richey and hiswife
Debbie.

Friday evening Med and Gred was most pleasant with finger food bufet and bar service
Cdr. JohnHudson entertained with his pedaaular presentation d histrans-Atlantic
crossng. Cynthia Funrell prepared a continuouws dide presentation d our Squadron
adivities. Also, amost knowledgeable Interpreter from the Marine Ecology Centre
provided a display with adual, live seacreaures. Joyce Hoddwas deli ghted to win the
50/50 daw and al inal it wasafunevening.

Saturday morning, the usual Commander and Training Dept. medings were held. At 11:30
the Awards Ceremony took dacewith D/C Bev Gerry, P/D/C Shirley Hamilton, D/T/O
Marti Till ey and D/Marep Len Burton making the presentations.

4
’ " Thisyea, asthe Boating and A/P marks were
not all complete, the Westover Memorial Shield
to the Squadron with the highest average Boating
mark, and the Dr. Harold Helm Trophy, for the
Squadron with the highest average AP mark,
were not presented.

However, the Barry du Temple Trophy, awarded
for demonstration d outstanding knowvledge of
navigation, was awarded to Cdr. JohnHudson!

Cdr Hudson & DTO Marti Tilley
Photo Credit: Tony Kluge



A delicious buffet lunch was srved at round tables with cleverly constructed paper sail
and power boats placed onadual chart mats as centrepieces. These were made by Carolyn
Hole and Kathy Philli ps and drew many compli ments.

The AGM foll owed and the new District Bridge was svorn in by R/C Norm Headrick.
D/C Bev Gerry thanked Cdr. JohnHudson and hs committeefor a most successul
Conference That Committee onsisted of Cdr. JohnHudson, Caroline Hole, Kathy

Philli ps, Laura Parker, P/C Gay Mill er, Cynthia Funnell, Colin and Loraine Nicholson and,
of course, Bill Mill er was thereto help ou. The best part was that the Conference acually
met the Squadron budgt. Well-done Saanich Peninsula Squadron!

Submitted by Loraine Nicholson
Loraineis quite adivein al things gguadron related; she volunteea's for many events put
on by our Squadron, aswell as frving as Seaetary for Vancouver Island South District!

. -
Drawing for Nautica Binoculars! Informative Marine Ecology Centre display
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District Commander Bev Gerry joined us to
congatulate our Spring Boating Class sudents
and welcome them as new membersto ou
Squadron. Also congatulationsarein order to
the Spring Pil oting Classfor expanding their
boating knowvledge by taking another course!
There was agoodturn ou and time to mingle
and med “old” and rew members. Thanksto
Gay Mill er for putting onadelicious read of
finger foodk.

D/C Bev Gerry, Cdr JohnHudson, and TO Richard Funnel head upthe Graduation

ceremonies...
Photo credit: Tony Kluge

&21*5%$78/ $7,21 6 Boating Class sudents: Craig Bentham, Marissa Bentham,
Leonara Casey, Peter Dryden, Sean Gemmill, David Girling, Peter Jones, Steven Martin,
VeronicaMclntyre, MonicaSell, Gordon Snyder, Colin Tamboaline, and ShannonTomren.
Piloting Class sudents. Kim Adams, Ramsey Attisha, Peter Bey, David Campbell, and
Barry Saladana.
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Many thanks to the Instructors (Fall & Spring): Don Armstrong, Carol Clay, Murray
Croshie, Richard Funrell, Jiri Kotler, Graig Lessals, Richard Ludwig, Ted Mealley and
Paul Smith... aswell asthe Proctors (Fall & Spring): Bryan Atkinson, Charles Erskine,
Marg Griffin, Peter Bey, Richard Flader, Jad Henzie, Murray Crosbie, and Philli p Morris.
Thank you Pil oting Instructors Cli ff Cunningham and JohnHudson. Withou such ateam
of dedicaed and enthusiastic voluntea's, these dasses can na be put on.

We look forward to seang ou new membersjoin in on ouw Squadron adivities and
perhaps participate in vdunteeing. Most importantly, we wish them safe and enjoyable
boating experiences!

Submitted by Laura Parker
Communicaions Officar/Bea®n Editor
communicaions@sppssorg, editor@sppssorq




%2%$7,1* &/ $66 2) 635,1*
a9%/ (' ,&725<3$" 5(66 a

" Congratulations to the Boating Course graduates for Spring 08! This
might have been a better speed bu last night | was busy researching
marine engine oilsand haw to get the oil out of my engine when
there’sno dain plug? Some of my fell ow graduates might be “in the
same boat” during this gring haul-out season. | for one an quickly
leaning there is much truth to the saying:

“A boat isahdein the water surrouncded by fibreglassinto which you
throw money.”

I’d like to say 3 things:

- Firstly, congatulations to the graduates, not so much for passng the test, but for
taking the time to dothe course to be safer onthe water. It was goodfor meto lean howv
much | didn’'t know. By taking this course you ve made things alittl e safer for all the
boaters out there. So congatulationsto all of you for taking the timeto doit, your

famili es and other boaters can orly benefit.

- Sewndy, aheat felt thanks to the voluntea's that make up the Saanich Peninsula
Power and Sail Squadron. Youfolksredly “showed ustheropes’ on bating. Andinfad
you showed us how to make knotsin theropestoo. It takestimeto prepare dl the material
and d course provide mffee and cookiesfor al the dasss! It made an impresson onme
when | saw Gay Mill er also vdunteeing davn at the blood dono clinic when | was down
there giving my pint, these folks gpend alot of time volunteaing to benefit everyone and |
encourage the graduating classhere to dothe same. When I’'m nolonger spending al my
time dhasing my kids around! plan to get involved and gve alittl e badk myself.

- Thirdly, thanks to all the folks who helped ou for the speaal adivities we had, such
asthe fire safety event, the tour of the CHS and the Student Cruise. The Student Cruise
was an excdlent leaning experience, and as | understand it this guadronisthe only one
that does thiskind d event. What better way to lean than to adively pradiceplottinga
course, and watch someone experienced demonstrate anchoring and dacking. Having the
Coast Guard Auxili ary demonstration was also grea bonts.



I’m told avaledictory speed is aways suppased to end onsomething inspirational, so |
leave youwith a quae from Ralph Waldo Emerson who said: “Nothing ged was ever
achieved withou enthusiasm”

So | look forward to seang my enthusiastic dassnates out on the water!

Submitted by Sean Gemmill

Some of the Boating ClassGrads and new members:
Leonara Casey, Sean Gemmill, Dave Girling, Monica Sell s, Gordon Snyder

Pil oting Graduates:
Kim Adams, Ramsay Attisha, Peter Bey, and David Campbell

photo credit: Cynthia Funrell



For those of youwho may not have receved this or do nd use email, the followingisa
communicaion that was snt out via anaill May 30 from Canadian Power and Sall
Squadrons' National officefrom Harry Cole, Chief Commander:

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons : Escadrilles canadiennes de plaisance
TRAINING IN RECREATIONAL BOATING FORMATION EN NAVIGATION DE PLAISANCE

CPS+*ECP

Mandatory use of Personal Floatation Devices ("PFDs") on small reaedional vessls

The ned for the Canadian Government to passa regulation for the mandatory use of
Personal Floatation Devices ("PFDs") onsmall reaedional vessls under six metresin
length is far overdue.

Ead yea in Canada, people drown in rivers, lakes and acean waters. Statistics srow that
8%% of personswho ded were not weaing PFDs. In 31% of the cases, PFDs were not
even present onthe vesslsinvalved. The mandatory use of PFDs could have prevented a
large number of these predictable, preventable deabhs.

Current Government regulations require only the presence of PFDsin the vessl. These
regulations do nd consider the difficultiesin locaing and donmng ona PFD during an
emergency, an event that becomes even more compli cated when oneis arealy in the
water.

Most drowning accurs within ten metres of safety. People do nd consider themselvesto be
at risk due to their perceved swimming ability, boating experience, avail ability of PFDsIn
the vessal, and their famili arization with the aea

The ongang promotion o safety messagesis not enough We must change the behavioural
patterns of the reaeaional boaters throughmuch needed regulation such as was the cae
with sed belts in automobil es and helmets for bicycleriders.

Current reseach and opnion pdlsindicae that the puldic would suppat such mandatory
wea legislation with an immediate 84-93% compliancerate.

CPSnedlsto take the lead in working to increase avarenessof the significance and impad
of boating related drowning in Canada by asking its members to suppat and advocae the
required weaing d PFDs by all members at al times when operating avessl six metres
or lessin length.



PROPOSAL.:

To determine the level of suppat for the weaing d PFDs at all times when operating a
vess six metres or lessin length andto help gudethe legislators, please assst CPS
National by completing the brief PFD Wea survey diredly online &
http://www.zoomerang.com/Survey/?2p=WEB227UXU7V5YX.

Thistopic can also be discussed onthe new CPS Forum under Governmental 1saues.
(http://forums.cps-eq.caTopic103-28-1.aspx)

Thank Y ou.
Harry Cole

Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons/ Les Escadrill es canadiennes de plaisance
(CPSECP)

26 Golden Gate Court

Scaborough Ontario M1P 3A5

416-293-2438/ 1-888-277-2628
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Y. 1 For moreinformation, be sure to rea the aticle “Personal

- - Floatation Devices and Lifgjadkets’ on page 15 d The Port
Hole in this month’sissue of Canadian Yaditing: “140
reaedional boater drown every yea in Canada— withou life
jadkets on. Some sobering statistics...”

Photo credit: National Safe Boating Week Logo from the National Safe Boating Council: Website:
http://www.safeboatingcouncil .org/
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The following is taken from anews bull etin issued by Peter Hamilton, Exeautive Diredor
of Lifeforce anon-profit emlogy organizaion; http://www.lifeforcefoundition.org/. The
LIFEFORCE FOUNDATION isaVancouver-based emlogy organizaion that was formed
in 1981to provide apulic serviceto help people, animals and the environment.

KNOW THE MARINE MAMM AL RULES! All Canadians and Americans preparing
their boats for the 2008 b@ting season shoud aso be upto date on U.S. marine mammal
protedion regulations and aher new rules.

ORCAS:. BoththeU.S. and Canadian gowernments have designated orcas as
endangered spedes and have implemented arcarecvery plans.

Orcas, aso known as kill er whales, are the largest members

of the dalphin family. All family members live together for

their entire livesin “pods.” The Southern Resident Kill er N

Whales (SRKW) isthe J, K and L pods. While Js pend most &,

of their livesin B.C. and Washington waters the Ks and Ls q ! | _g s
usualy return in June and will stay until the winter. Jpod hes == I
been traveling throughlocd waters off Point Roberts. There ==

are lessthan 90 acasintotal. (phato credit: Lifeforcewebsite)

Governor Christine Gregoire signed into law on March 28 2008l egislation that further
bolsters efforts to proted resident orcas. The new law establi shes a 300-foot zone aound
orcawhales that vessls must avoid. The law provides the department of fish andwildlife
with enforcement toadls. Blocking the pathways s dgrictly prohibited. A new San Juan
Island ardinanceregulates the operation d vesselsin proximity to SRKWs and establi shed
fines of $750for violations auch asfailingto yield to arcas in San Juan Courty waters.

SEALS: Itisillegal to pickup, touch or feed any wildlife. Thisincludes both live and
dead seds. Momswill drop df their babies on shore and go df to feed. They are often
mistaken as injured ar abandored. Unlessthe pupisobviously injured and/or entangled
with nets the pup must be monitored for 24 to 48 hous. People and animals must be kept
away from the pup kecaise the mom considers them athrea and will nat come badk to
feed her baby. If ahuman touches the pupit will nat stop the mom from reuniting with her
baby if the pupisleft alone.

For orcas, seds and aher marine wil dlife the penalties andfines are strictly enforced in the
U.S. Under the U.S. Marine Mammal Protedion Act penaltiesinclude a cvil penalty of up
to $1Q000for eadh dffenceor crimina proseaution with afine of upto $2Q000 o
imprisonment for upto ore yea, or bath.

(



LIFEFORCE MARINE LIFE PROGRAMS:

1. Whale and Dolphin Hotline: Lifeforce provides atelephore hatline for the puldic to be
able to report marine wil dlife stranding, harassment and/or sightings.

2. OrcaReseach: Lifeforceis presently in the final development stages of employing
soundtedhndogy to attrad orcas away from harm in the event of oil spill sand aher
environmental hazads.

3. OrcaTrails: Thisland-based whale watch program alerts park managers and the pubic
when orcas and aher cetaceas will passtheir marine parks.

4. Lifewatch Boater AwarenessProgram: Lifeforcedistributes whale watch gudelines and
orcafield gudesto baaters onthe water and to the general pulic.

5. Marine Wildlife Rescue: Lifeforce provides a24-hou serviceto respondto marine
wildlife injury, sickness abandomment, stranding and aher emergencies.

6. Marine Educaional Materials and Displays: Lifeforce puldishes educaional materials
and we dso creae aucaiona displaysfor the orca ceter in Point Roberts.

7. OrcaRemvery Plans: Over the yeas Lifeforce has contributed to the development of
orcarevery plans and to improve marine mammal protedion regulations. Whale watch
businesses and research operations must be dhange. Thiswould include giving acas aday
off from the continuows harassment of boats from sunrise to sunset.

8. OrcaAwarenessMonth - June 2008 Some orcapopuations are transboundry spedes
sharing bah Canadian and US waters. In recogntionfor the neal to proted these
endangered spedes Lifeforcewill participate in joint BC and Washington adiviti es.

If anyoneis concerned abou orcas, sedsor any wildlife cdl Lifeforce and we will
Investigate, monitor and contad appropriate ayencies. The phore number is604649-5258
The enforcement agencies are: In U.S. — National Marine Fisheries Service— 800853
1964 In Canada— Department of Fisheries and Ocears — 8004654336

Submitted by Warren Franklin
Past Environment Officer, who still does 5 much to spread the word
abou proteding ou marine environment.

Editor’s Note: Please also read the articlesin this month’s Canadian Y achting:
“Environment Matters’ p91, “Wind Shifts” p2 of The PortHole, and the book review of “Boat
Green: 50 Steps Boaters Can Take to Save Our Waters’ p9 o ThePort Hole.
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1) Thefirst item of safety was brought to my attention by my friends who built their own
Shannon 36in their backyard in Mill Bay. Ray did EVERYTHING on the boat including wiring
and eledricsand heinstalled little halogen pot lightsin the main salon. He purchased them from a
local marine store with a goal reputation and they were brand name products. They have been in
the boat for about two years now with no problems but one of them burnt out recently. Ray
dismantled thelight to install a new bulb and discovered the back of the pot light seemed to have
melted. On further inspedion, he discovered that what had appeared to be aluminium fittingsin the
light itself were actually plastic fittings painted to look shiny. He was alarmed and chedked all the
other 7 lights, to discover exactly the samething. Hetook them back to the store to point out that
thiswas definitely afire hazard and also that there was no CSA approval on the fixtures anywhere.
To hisshock, hewasinformed that thereis no requirement for CSA approval on anything aher
than 110vhousehold fittings. In other words, any “recreational vehicle” fittingsthat are 12v ae not
under the protedion of CSA approval. He has snce replaced all thelight fittings with glassand
metal fixtures, but unfortunately still not CSA approved becuse they are 12v.

2) Thenext safety item Ray discovered on his own when he was cheding hisfuel tank fuel filters.
Therewas me water at the bottom of thefilter and he was mystified asto how ANY water could
have gatten into thetank as heis meticulous about keging the tank pressed up so condensation
does not happen. On closer inspedion of hisded fittings, which are the “ pop-up tab” types (not the
onesthat open with a key), he discovered the O-ring does not make a complete seal around thelittle
pinsthat extend on either side of the pop-up tab. Therefore, water can and apparently does e in
around thisand then migratesinto whatever tank is attached to the ded fitting. Not a big problem
if it isgetting into awater tank but definitely aproblem if it isgetting into any kind of fuel tank.

| had a ded fitting of thistypethat | wasgoing toinstall for my potable water tank and on close
inspeaion of it, | saw exactly what the problem was. Thiswas a Sea Dog plastic flush dedk fitting
with the pop-up tab to gpen it. The solution might beif the cmmpany installed perhaps a squared-off
O ring instead of the round ones, but no one appearsto beinterested in admitting thereisa
problem. Again, it comes down to “buyer beware.” Ray has snce replaced all the ded fittings now
with the traditional key-type metal ones.

3) Thelast itemisnot one of safety so much, but prevention perhaps. It has been suggested that
on the next haul-out after one has iined and polished up the propeller that smearing it liberally
with Penaten diaper cream (or zinc oxide) will make a marked differencein keeping the growth off
the propeller. Not sure of the ramifications on the environment, though, but apparently the cream
stickson pretty well and lasts quite a while. Thisisonly anealotal evidencebut | look forward to
trying it out next year on my own boat!

Submitted by Kathy McDougall
Proud owner & Skipper of TraaDy Liooar, her little red Grampian sail boat

" Anyone @an hold the helm when the seaiscalm.” ~Syrus Pubili us
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“Youarenot going from Victoriato Nanaimo in that are you?’ a fellow boater once aked.
“You bet,” | said.

Snoopy ismy second bat, and | bough her brand rew, mostly to avoid any funky
adaptations made by any previous owners. Sheisal7-foot runabou with an 8foot beam,
aone-yea-old engine, a soft-top, and | take her everywhere.

deade, but the name turned ou to be perfed. A short name for a small ¢
boat used to snooparound The decds turned ou beautifully with a Ry
catoonfont and Snoopy doing the happy danceonthe bow. However, 5"2 g; g

| would later discover one extremely vital task was left ot. ( (g2 ,T ]

On Snooypy’ sfirst birthday, in 2007 she got her name. It tookayea to

Prior to launch day, Snoopy was prepared for the amming season:

install auto hilge pump; put the plugin, chedk the fuel, battery, lights and trail er tires; start
the main engine and the kicker; review the material from the boating course and ensure dl
the safety equipment ison bard; look at the dharts; and pu the plugin (I am determined
to orly be embarrassed by this mistake once).

Not a bad chedlist, it covers all the big stuff, | figurel amready to ga But alrealy |
naticeone problem. While my boat is parked in the driveway, my auto hilge pumpis
coming onevery 2 minutes. A littl e investigation reveds a bil ge pump with nofloat
switch! It cycles and comes onevery 2 minutesto ched for water. Thereisno df. How
annoying thiswould be while enjoying a quite evening sunset onthe water. | figurethisis
weaing my battery down so despite the fad that my engine still started, | brought a battery
starter for badk up.

With all the best intentions and feding well prepared onasunny spring day, | headed off
to the launch ramp. My partner, Ray, followed in his camper van. Sincethereisnoramp
at my marina, logisticd difficulties require two vehicles. (Thiswill be important later.)

Almost at the ramp, | get agood vew of the seas. Uh oh—low tide! | forgot to ched the
tide! But when | arrived at the ramp, | seefor thefirst time no lineups of people waiting to
launch or haul out. Both dacks were empty and no ore was goingto see any inferior
launching techniques. It was low tide, but it was an easy launch ramp and | had been there
many times before. | deadeto try, andif the water istoolow, | will just pull the boat badk
up ramp and try again later. Soundlike aplan?



Down the ramp | go, with all the room in the world, my boat almost seansto lineitself up
perfedly with ore of the two dacks and | ease down the ramp with perfedion, lalala,
stoppngjust before my badk tire touches the water. Ray takes the lines while | disconned
the boat from the trail er winch and the safety and try to push it off thetrailer into the
water. Well, that usually works. But with na enoughwater, the boat was not moving.
Always disappanted when | fail at anything baating related, | give up the job to my much
stronger partner while | take thelines. But still no, not enoughwater to float the boat. Oh
well, | think, no problem, we'll just wait, not abig ded.

| return to my truck, start it up, and ever so slowly start to ... spin my wheds! Oh no...
gravel ontheramp! | didn't insped the ramp before | so ladkadaisicdly badked down! In
notime & all, my wheds had dugin. Thetwo of uswere not getting the truck out. While
we were ansidering ou options, aboat pulled upwith a cuge of guys who dfered to
help us out and we tried again to pul the truck and bat up the ramp. But all that
happened was the hale thetirewasin ga bigger.

By now abit of time had passed and the tide rose ever so slowly so we deaded to try plan
A again and the guys helped us push the boat off thetrailer. Yay, at least apartial success
Now feding more confident, | figure now there will be no problem driving upthe ramp
withou the weight of the boat to pul. | waswrong, andthe hdethetirewasin ga
degoer. Timewas passng, and the tide was comingin. Hanging my head in shame, | cdl
BCAA. A tow truck isonitsway andwill arrivein 45to 60minutes. | look badk at my
truck. The entire badk whed and the exhaust pipe ae under water. “An hou?’, | say as|
envision the height of the tide then.

Then came aboat with six 20-something guws. Perfed, at that age they
are aazy enoughand strongenoughto help usout! Threeof them push
and threeof them climb in the bed dof the truck for some weight, and
with rocks flying everywhere, they pushed my littl e truck and trailer up
theramp. Yay, ancother succesd

| parked the truck and trail er, took a deep breah, and felt glad the difficult part was over.
Traleringis never much fun. Ray and| colled the dogs, put on ou life jadkets, and get
everything ready to ga Now the fun kegins!

With the padk on bard, | lower the engine, pump the fuel pump, turn the key andwrrrrr. |
take adee breah. Havel made yet another mistake? | go ower it al again in my head.
No, I'vedoreit right. | try again ... wrrrrr. While | contemplate going badk to bed, | am
somewhat comforted by the fad that at least we brouglt the battery starter. We get the
battery starter from the truck andtry again and ... impossble! The battery starter didn't
work either. Ray and| sit and consider our options. Then he aanources the solution...



The van requires a dee cycle battery to runthe canper part of the van. Welll swap ou the
batteries. OK!

Thisisgoingto take abit of time for him to dsconred his battery from the van, so in the
meantime, it istime for the beagles to have abreak from all this dressand gofor alittl e
walk. We take off the lifgjackets and pu onthe leashes, hop upto the dock, and head up
the ramp for our stroll. Almost at thetop d the ramp, | glancebadk at Snooyy.
Awestruck with haror, | could na believe what | was ang.

A boat was approaching a littl e faster than ore would namally approach a now busy dock
and it was heading dredly for Snoopy. "No, this can't be happening,” | think. The driver
has three thoices: hit Snoopy, drive up the ramp, or perform anavigational mirade and get
into the spacein front of me & thewrongangle. It was option ore - hit Snoopy. Right on
the bow beside the new decd dedaring her name. | knew then that if the hit had wiped the
"Snoopy" right off of Snoopy's bow, | would have taken her out of the water for re-
naming!

| waslivid. | couldn't control my emotions any more, | was made more
furious by hislook d bewil derment when | confronted him. "Oh, oh,
yes, well, you knav what happened? My crab ga out of the trap and |
had to get the aab and ke bit mel! See&??' he said while showing me his
finger. My jaw dropped. "So you can't hande a cab or aboat?" |
screamed and ranted and raved urtil | wasworn ou. Given that there
was no adual damage to my boat, | retreaed to Snoopy in dsgust. A :
crab. | amthe last personto give someone sympathy for nat knowing howv to pick upa
crab!

Soonthe bad bt driver and hisfriends had their boat ontheir trailer and upthe ramp and
were dmost ready to gowhen bad baat driver came down the ramp to talk to me. |
though surely he must be goingto apaogize What he said still astonishes me to this day.
He said "the people | had onmy boat dont speak English so nore of them understoodwhat
yousaid." Again my blood kegan to bal.

Soonthe audiencewas gore and Ray had the battery from the van installed in Snoopy.

We think we might be ready to ga | lower the engine. Pump the fuel pump. Turn the key
...andstall. Sigh. |1 golook ower thestern. Oh! It'sjust mud! It'sok. | raisethe engine a
littl e, turn the key, and vadl a, yay!!! Let's get out of here! Taking nochances with any
further misfortune, we took Snooyy diredly to her new dlip at the marina andtied her up.
It was nat much of amaiden voyage for the yea, but she'sin the water and she'sin ore
piece ad noone got hurt. That'swhat | kept having to tell myself - no ore got hurt. The
worst part was the damage to the truck...



While it was thorougHy washed after the event, the badk endwasin the salt toolongandit
caused $600 @mage to the brakes.

While | may have made anumber of mistakes onthis launch day, | knew what the biggest
of all mistakeswas. | shoud have known better. There was no raming ceremony. |

off ended the gods of the seas. So the very next time we took Snoopy o, it was a
beautiful cdm night with a gorgeous sunset; we went to Sidney Spit and raised ou plastic
glassesin atoast:

"I namethisboa Snoopy. May she bring fair winds and goodortune to al who
sail on her."

Snoopy got her own bdtle of champagne.
| am happy to report that the remainder of the yea went smoathly, as did launch day this

yeda. Yes, | remembered to ched thetide.

Submitted by Anne McKinnell
When na doing her web-design businessAnne gets out onthe water as much as possble,
including gang onthe Armadas put on by fellow members.



6$/ .6+ 6($$ 508" $+$8*867 & T

“Whilewe will not be transiting the Sdish Sea in the same
style asthe ‘First People’, we will transit in style!”
~ JaniceHayward, 2008

Y our committed and eager organizers have mome up with a
preliminary plan.

Arrangements are being made as | write this article. The mandate of thisyea’s Armadais
to conquer the grea waters — formerly known as the Sali sh Sea and commonly known as
the Georgia Strait. While our preliminary plan of the preliminary plan was to crossone
day and return the next we have since deaded (based onsome of your feadbadk) to enjoy
the other side for more than ore night. We ae taking you to some exciting daces with
time to explorein your dinghy, walk, hike, or whatever it isyoulike to doin your spare
time.

Date Leave Arrive

Saturday, August 9 Sidney Silva Bay

Sunday, August 10 Silva Bay Gibson'sMarina

Monday, August 11 Enjoy Gibson's Landing

Tuesday, August 12 Gibson'sMarina Garden Bay, Pender Harbour

Wednesday, August 13 Enjoy Pender Harbour

Thursday, August 14 Leave Garden Bay Nanaimo Boat Basin
Friday, August 15 Nanaimo Ganges

Saturday, August 16 Ganges Sidney / Home

S0, Skippers, forward your resporse ASAP! As onas| get five committed Skippers |
will make the booking... andwe will keep adding as necessary. Remember, we aekid
and pet friendy — entertain the pets and keep your kids onaleash — or isit the other way
around?

| sincerely look forward to heaing from all of you and that youwill bejoining us. Also—
If thereisahurdlethat is kegiing you from makinga commitment, let us know, maybe we
can help youwork throughit. Dawna & Len - 250 656645(Q Janice& Ron- 250 384
6588

Submitted by Janice Hayward

Past Saanich Peninsula Squadron member & instructor, now Brentwood Bay squadron
member and more (sheis % adivein the boating community; we ae proud d her and her
fellow boating buddes)
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The 2" Armada aquise was agrea successwith participation from three
Squadronsin VISD! Once ajain Brentwood Bay Members, Janice
Hayward, Ron Harris, Dawna & Len Burton aganized and led anather fun
andinformative auise for fellow squadron members!

Figment too and Dawnalll, en route Dock party in the Inner Harbour

Like atourist in your own hame town...
The sights from the dock in the Inner Harbour

Photos submitted by Len Burton



Here on the west coast we do look i ke this* Sou-wester!
It sure has been awet Spring let’s hope the cooming o Summer brings warm weaher
and fair winds for us all to enjoy our time out onthe water! Be safe & enjoy!

Cartooncredit: p22, “salling A Sailor’s Dictionary”. By Henry Bead & Roy McKie

salulQJ Q WHILH DR JHAVRAZ HADRG BIRP LQJLOO
while slowly going navhere & grea expense.
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Thisisthefirst issue of the new watch and for the first time | have

recaved more aticlesthan | canfitinto oreiswue!! THANK YOU to

everyone who submitted thistime aound Thank youalso to ou ST oo o
advertisers who have been had regular adverts for quite some time now, iy i

some have new ads. We ae pleased to have anew advertiser thisyea, "
fell ow squadron member Denis Paquette — Sidney Waterfront Inn& Spa.

For those of youwho are fair weaher sail ors, this time of yea marks the beginning o the
boating season (thoughl think many in ou squadron enjoy yea-round batingin thisthe
most idylli ¢ cuising waterways in the courtry (maybe in theworld!)). Thisisaueis
padked with important topics (including safety tips, use of PFDs, and ou marine
environment), reports on ou squadron adivities (GRAD/AGMs, Commander’ s Sail past,
Salish SeaArmada), as well as a serious but humorous gory related to launching!

In the next issue you can look forward to Kathy McDougdll’ s other article (I could na fit
in thistime, sorry Kathy); “My First Radng Experience” — she aewed in the Round
Saltspringrace I’'m going to be writing abou MAREP — one of the wreds | reported,
with the help of Len & Dawna, is now on the new Tsehum Harbou chart! District
MAREP Officer Len Burton hes been instrumental in getting information ou there dou
MAREP. Who knavswhat all else will bein the next iswe... stay tuned and send more
stuff my way!

Enjoy this boating season and be safe! Laura Parker, Editor, editor@sppssorg
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FOR “SAIL": Martin 29do0op. Fibreglasshull. Furling genoa. Yanmar 12 hp diesel. Slegs4
adults. Propane galey stove. Depth sounder. Surveyed in 2005. Ready to sail. Moorage avail able.
$22,500 o best offer. Pictures available on request. Call Tony 6567032

FOR SALE: PRICE REDUCED! Resembling aChrisCraft boat... 1965 26t. Brandimayer
ExpressCruiser, $38:80068,0000B0O. Ford 390 —shaft drive, FWC, ked coder, natural gas gove,
holding tank, goad Furuno D/S, new GPS chart-plotter including Achillesw/3.3mariner. All safety
equipment, dishes, potsand pans, etc. Discounted moorage available. Call Ray Scott 656-4828 @
email him scottre@shaw.ca

FOR SALE: Standard Horizon CP170C plotter with manual and C-Map M-NA-C604.05chip
(covers Puget Sound to just east of Nanoase Bay, Sechelt and half way down Juan de Fuca Strait);
asking $150for both. Demo possble on request. Please all John Hudson 250-655-3653.

Please advise editor @sppssorg if wanting to placean ad and a'so when your article has ©ld o been
taken off the market.
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All Bay MarinelLtd., (P)250-656-:0153(F)250-656-5844 Email: all baymarine@shaw.ca

BC Yacht InsuranceBrokers Inc., (P)250-6562668 (F)250-656-2608
Website: www.yadt-insurance.ca, Email: cruise@yadt-insurance.ca

Brown Bros marine I nsurance, (P)250-385-8771 a0 2504796111
Website: www.brownbrosinsurance.com

Canoe Cove Marina, Officephore: 250-656-5566 Service 250-656-5515
(F)250-:655-7197 Website: www.canoemvemarina.com

Harbord I nsurance Services, (P)250-656-0117; Toll Free1-888450-3982
Website: www.harbordinsurance.com

|rene Dunic, Holmes Realty, (P)250-656-0911
Jensen Marine Supply Inc., (P)250-656-1114 o 250-656-1235
Peninsula U-Brew Winery, (P)250-6557121

Sidney Propeller and Marine Power, (P/F)250-656-3421;
Website: www.sidneypropell er.com; Email: sidprop@shaw.ca

Sidney Waterfront Inn & Suites; (P)250-656-1131;
Website: www.sidneywaterfrontinn.com; Email: stay@sidneywaterfrontinn.com

Waypoint Marine Ltd., (P)250-656-2001;, (F)250-656-2008

Westwind Hardwoaod Inc., (P)250-656-0848 Toll Free 1-800-667-2275
(F)250-656-9663 Website: www.westwindhardwoodcom;
Email: westwind@islandnet.com

Advertisers are listed in alphabetical order and not in order of ad size or positioning



